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Carolina LabSheets®

Examining the Hay Infusion
Use a pipet to collect small samples of water from the surface, middle, and bottom of the infusion and from the side of the 
container. Sampling several areas allows you to examine the variety of microbes living in the infusion and their specific 
habitat preferences. 

From each collected sample, make a wet mount slide and examine it with a light microscope. If organisms are moving too 
quickly to examine, slow them down by adding a drop of Carolina’s Protoslo® quieting solution (885141) to the slide. Then 
reexamine. If appropriate equipment is available, you may find it useful to photograph or video-record slides for sharing 
information and maintaining records.

Try to identify as many of the organisms as you can and track their population changes over time. The Common Fresh-
water Microorganisms chart includes several species that you may see. In the table below, record over several weeks the 
number of each species observed. You may want to add an abbreviation to indicate the location in the habitat (e.g., T for 
top, B for bottom, M for middle, and S for side).

Organism Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6

Continued on next page. 
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